
Ni]1 find jn thesc nemoirs onlv shrt I lelt I should trot includc D l

$ork which thc King n3v order to be published

With dccpest respcct, I luve the honour to he

My Lord,
Your most humblc and obedient servrnt

Laperouse

La Pira se to the Mitli:tet

Copy. i)ublished in $c Milct-Murcau edition '

(Mr dc la P6rousc. ftom Botanv Brv, 5 Fcbmrry 1788)

Vy Lord,
i f.el .u,rfident tl'at 

""hen 
this lcrter rcaches voLt ,vou *i1l have

r.ccived the iounal of m)' navigation from M]nila ro Kamtchrtka

'.rri.ft f fr"a tf- ito".* 
"fsendllg 

vou lvith Mr Lcseps who lcfr the

rrrbour ofSt Pelcr and St Paul for Paris on i ocrobcr 1787 Thrt

fr.t ofthe c""'paig", undoubtedl,v the mosr diftlcult throngh sers

,hrt *erc quit" 
"e* 

for navigators. n'as ncverthclcss thc oilv otle

*t -. *" iia 
"- 

--, *'ith lnv nisfortunc. and the trrost ftightful

lisaster $as alrriting us n thc soufiern hcmispkre: I olr-ld onr)

1 D ,  . r  '  - . ,  \ 4 \  f . ' o .  * '  r  r o r  v  r '  e ' d  r r  s '  r r  r  d c r a r l  '  -

I o r r n " .  M e . r . d c  l r r ' - l -  ' d  . I r r n " r r ' r r $  L L  o h e r ' l l l

:.rcr!i to their hlLmanencss and if thev had rllowcd thcmselvcs to

:,rc on the trlandcrs b€fore thcv surrounded !hcm, our lolgboats

.'lo"ta 
"", 

tt"". U."" a.strovcd and rhe King xould rot hl'c lost

.,ne of His navY's bcst officers

Althoueh this evcnt considerablv tcduced tlie two frigetes com-

:lcmena I did not leel that I ought to :hcr my *bsequent pro

:nmrne of navigation, but I ivas lorccd to cxplotc morc quicklv

. uious inreresting rslands in thc South Ser in order to hnvc tlme lo

:urld two longboats in Botan,v Bal and to complcte thc vadous

:ccdons of m1:instructions bcfore the moDsoon change that would

rlke such an exploration impossiblc

we rcached r'lew Holland rvithout I snrgle case oi sicknes n

.rrher vcssell cightcen ofthe t$ent]' wou*]ed wc had $'lldi wc left

u:houna had completcly.ecovercd, and Mr Lavaui scnror surgeon

. i rhc ,'lvrolabe. rvlio had becn trepanned, rnd one othcr sailor from

:rrr frisatc leavc us $'i& no anxierv about thcir strtc ofhcalth

Mr d1 Monty ivho rvas nrst o*icer *'ith dr' Vicomte dc Langlc

ANN4 r i ] ls6, r I I : : ,No 34iNt i lcGMu'cau /o/d! '  lV lp  roc2o:
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J O U T N A T  O I  L A  P i R O U S E

September and part ofOctober I shalt visir rhe culaofc

Lare:  Dur .n \u(  h J_ u JV r .  ro enabre , . r -  ro so o"ck
f lme ro j rJch rhe l \ le  de l_-rDce .n De,  en.bel

i 4 2

A P P L N

The Mus

e Muster Rolls are hcld at drc
clce Marine C6 E8J. Fifsr es.abtis
I  - iugusr  r78j .  they wcre subscqu
ol Claret de Flcurieu in h[ rok,
p:lments and pensions due ro rh.
fleurieu s instructions of 1Jlnua!
prrch of tbe D'Inrrccasreau\ .\
Conte d'Hector, Direcror ot rhc
ovilian administrator. rellccr or-ric
during the long nonrhs ofun..r.;

Alt\ough, gentlemen, x sro,q b:
ln/olab. and Bo,$rt. have be.n i
hope that lhe men are aljve o\.
families, I have soughr the k jn! ! :
decided rhafthe campajgn shatlb..
October r788, since Mr de h t,r,loL
that he would relch thc Isle dc Fn:
Cohsequcndy, I hereb), aurhonr. \
r! that darc, both ro the o&i.c6,::
the s.ientisrs aud ar*rs wh. \d.
ofthe Bureau des Arnem.nts tr.1
eno6 ir hight hakc becausr or :
enclos. whar nly Oflice has be.!i::

Another set of nusrer rotls R r!
1789. which is hcld at the Archrr.
Marine C6 9J6. This wes prcp:re,
teaux expcdition came upon rhc s r
sor rc  surv rvors ,  bu t :bove a l t  bccar
mcnt considered that thc canp:rsn


